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ZION  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  Å BUFFALO, MN  SEPTEMBER 2007 

Rally Day Block Party Sept 9 
 
Sunday School starts, and the party 
continues on the front lawn into the 
afternoon  
 

(Continued on page 11) 

New Look Newsletter 
 
The church staff are so excited to be 
able to bring you Zionõs first full-color-
cover newsletter.  We are thankful for 
the sponsors who have made this 
possible.  

(Continued on page 12) 

Retirement Party Photos 
More photos from Pastor Johnõs  Party 
online at www.zionbuffalo.org 



Prayer Requests 
Call the church office at 
763.682.1245 or visit us at our online 
Zion community at 
www.zionbuffalo.org with your 
prayer requests. If you want a 
pastoral visit or would like to be 
included in pastoral prayers during 
worship, please call the church 
office. 
 

Address, Phone &  
Email Corrections 
Zion maintains a database of all its 
members. If you have had any 
changes to your address, phone 
number, marital status, etc. please 
contact the Membership Secretary 
with your name, phone number and 
the changes that need to be made.  
 

If You Are Ill 
Hospitals no longer notify churches 
when their members are admitted 
for care. Call 763.682.1245, and let 
us know so we can support you 
with prayer and with presence.  
 

Zion Missionary 
Dennis Murnyak 
C/O Heifer Project Tanzania 
Box 1648 
Arusha, Tanzania 
murnyak@habari.co.tz 

Publishing Deadlines 
Weekly Bulletin: Thursday Noon 
Newsletter:  Monday Sept 17 Noon 
If  you would like to contribute to 
the church newsletter please send 
your submissions to Angela in the 
church office or 
abengtson@zionbuffalo.org.  

Sunday Worship Times 
8:30 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary, Sunday school, & nursery 
9:45 am Family Express in Trinity Hall 
10:30 am Jubilee Worship in the Sanctuary, Sunday school, & nursery 
 

Contact Us 
Email office@zionbuffalo.org 
Online www.zionbuffalo.org 
Office Hours Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm 
Church Office (763) 682-1245 
Chapel Line (763) 682-1312 
Fax (763) 684-1967 
Street Address 1200 Highway 25 South, Buffalo (across from 13th St S.) 
Mailing Address PO Box 88, Buffalo, MN 55313 
 

Zion Staff 
Rebecca Sogge Associate Pastor / x305 / bsogge@zionbuffalo.org 
Steve Svoboda Associate Pastor / x306 / ssvoboda@zionbuffalo.org 
 
Sherilyn Burgdorf  Shared Ministry Director / x 307 / sburgdorf@zionbuffalo.org 
Roxie Otten Co-Director of Christian Education / x 331 / rotten@zionbuffalo.org 
Holly Husom Interim Director of Christian Education / x331 / hhusom@zionbuffalo.org 
Myron Crawford  Director of Youth Ministries / x308 / mcrawford@zionbuffalo.org 
Jim Onstad Youth Staff 
 
Diane Montplaisir    Administrative Secretary/ x302 / dmontplaisir@zionbuffalo.org 
Angela Bengtson Communications & Membership / x325 / abengtson@zionbuffalo.org 
Deb Wisner Financial Secretary / x303 / dwisner@zionbuffalo.org 
 
Michael Walsh Coordinator of Music 
Roger Weege Building & Grounds Manager 
 

Zion Council 
Kirk Bengtson 2006-2008 Personnel /President / Memorials  
Joyce Edwards 2005-2007 Global Missions 
Nicky Haskins 2006-2008 New Member 
Debbie Johnson 2007-2009 Fellowship 
Marv Jopp 2005-2007 Property 
James Larson 2006-2008 Finance 
Kevin Lincicum 2007-2009 Youth / Vice President / Foundation 
Steve Minkler 2005-2007 Worship & Music / Secretary 
Cathy Quady 2005-2007 New Member 
Beth Solberg 2006-2008 Christian Education 
Vicki Schenk 2005-2007 Social Ministry 
Marci Wold  2007-2009 Evangelism 
Idella Ziegler 2007-2009 Adult Education / Zionaires / Stewardship 
 

And 
Pete & Judy Weis Stephen Ministry Leaders  
Julie Kabe Food For Friends Coordinator 
Kathy Martinson  Food For Friends Coordinator 

Zion seeks to  share 

Christõs word, 

strengthen faith and 

serve those in need. 
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But change is part of life.  Consider - 
 
Abraham ð God calls him from what 

must have been a comfortable 
ôretirementõ.  (read òGenesis 12ó and 
following) 

Joseph ð God calls him from a family 
where he is the favored son into 
slavery where he is known by no 
one.  (read òGenesis 37ó and 
following) 

Job ð a man whose family, health and 
lifestyle are literally ripped away 
from him (read òJobó in the Old 
Testament) 

Ruth  ð a woman who is driven by 
circumstance to forge a new 
support system (read òRuthó in the 
Old Testament) 

 

And these are just a few Old Testament 
characters I know by heart, without 
opening my Bible.  Believe me ð there 
are MANY more! 
 
Change is a part of life; sometimes 
welcome, often times not.  But what 
does not change is Godõs love for us, 
Godõs caring for our circumstances and 
needs, Godõs forgiving grace that 
ultimately trumps our selfishness and 
most importantly wipes out our sin. 
 
In the midst of changing lives, a 
changing world, and even a changing 
church, God remains the calm at the 
center; nothing changes that.  Those 
who are nodding their heads in 
understanding right now know what it 
is to found their lives on the Rock who 

is Jesus Christ.  They know the òpeace 
that passes understanding,ó the peace 
that is here for us all. 
 
Perhaps the change in church leadership 
has taken you by surprise, thrown you 
for a loop, threatened the serenity of 
your faith?  Maybe a life-change has 
caught up with you; a change in job, a 
death of a loved one, an illnessé  
Chances are better than good that if you 
are reading this change is a familiar 
companion if not exactly welcome.  
Then consider the great witnesses of 
scripture who have gone before us, and 
read on in their story!  Read on to 
discover how each and every time the 
faithfulness of a gracious and loving 
God was ever-present and saw them 
through. 
 
Now make the jump to the present and 
write the next chapter of our story.  If 
we truly are a people called by God, 
saved by grace, and ôstanding on the 
Rockõ who is Jesus Christ, how do you 
think our story will read? 
 
May the peace that passes all 
understanding keep our hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus our Lord! 
 
 

3 from the pastor 

So who likes change?  Change brings strong 
emotions: anger, relief, fear, joy, a mixed bag of 

ups and downs.  Change in church only intensifies 
these feelings because a house of worship is 

supposed to be a place of tranquil peace; an oasis 
of calm in the swirling sandstorm of life.  While, 
truth be told, change in many areas of my life is 
OK, even welcome, change in the place where I 

know God is often not OK. 

http://zion40.wordpress.com  Zionõs 40 Days of Community campaign 
has itõs own website,  Check it out! 

When Zion took part in 40 Days of 
Purpose two years ago we discovered 
that God placed each of us on earth for 
five purposes:  
1. to get to know and love him 

(worship) 

2. to learn to love each other 
(fellowship) 

3. to grow in becoming like Jesus 
(discipleship) 

4. to practice using our talents in 
serving God (ministry) 

5. to share the 
Good News 
with others 
(evangelism) 

 
(Continued on page 13) 

Lent 
2008  



July Births 
July 13  
Miles Jin Zhu Holtz, son of Jon 
Holtz & Ning Ning Sun 
July 20 
Haley Summer Rholin, daughter of 
Amy & James Rohlin 
 

July Baptisms 
July 8 
Anika Jean Merila, daughter of Julie 
& Steven  
July 21 
Alexis Rose Pearce, daughter of 
Anastasia Wynn & Eric Fobbe, 
granddaughter of Jack & Leslie 
Wynn 
Ashton Nicholas Fobbe, daughter of 
Anastasia Wynn & Eric Fobbe, 
granddaughter of Jack & Leslie 
Wynn 
July 22 
Ryan Jeffrey Babatz 
Son of Jennifer & Alan Babatz 
Molly Cameon Trebus, daughter of 
Melissa & Matthew Trebus 
July 29 
Landon James Jurek, son of Jill & 
Alexander Jurek 
Oliva Marie Diaz, daugher of 
Brianna & Luis Diaz, granddaughter 
of Rick & Cindy Hermes 
Dalten Edward Kuperus, son of Teri 
& Jason kuperus 
James Jayden Lemus, son of Khanya 
& Jimmy Lemus 
 

July Weddings 
July 7 
Shelby Rinne & Chad Gunia 
July 14 
Jamie OõFlanagan & David Parks 
July 21 
Becky Miller & Jake Kittock  
Stephanie Nelson & Theron 
Pemberton 
 

July Funerals 
July 6 
Ken Schmidt (d. July 2) 
 

August births & pastoral acts will be 
reported in the October Newsletter. 

What is an Interim Pastor?  
 
With Pastor Johnõs retirement, the Zion church council voted to hire an interim 
senior pastor until a new senior pastor is called.  What is an òinterimó pastor and 
how is that personõs role different than that of a òcalledó or òsettledó pastor? 
 
An interim pastor does perform regular pastoral duties, including preaching, 
teaching and providing pastoral care to all members.  He also gives pastoral 
leadership to staff, organizations and activities of the church.  However, in their 
temporary position with a congregation, an interim: 
specializes in helping a congregation bring closure to a departing pastorõs 
legacy and transition the  congregation as they prepare for a new pastor. 
is a òprofessional outsideró who helps identify current issues facing a 
congregation and constructively deal with them. 
engages the congregation in a transition process which seeks to strengthen 
and unite the congregation as it works to call a new pastor. 
helps facilitate stability and growth and development in the congregation 
during the transition period. 
helps the congregation prepare for the arrival of the new pastor. 

 
An interim pastor will usually be with a congregation for about a year and they 
are not candidates for permanent òcalló to the churches they serve. 
 
The Zion Church Council has accepted the recommendation of the Personnel 
Committee to extend an offer for the interim Senior Pastor position.  More 
information will be forthcoming when the details with the candidate are 
finalized.  Look for updates on the website and in the bulletin. 

4 news & views 
Thank You from Pastor John  
 

Dear Friends in Christ 
 
Judy and I want to express our sincere thanks and appreciation for the wonderful 
retirement celebration on August 19.  We were overwhelmed with your kindness, good 
wishes, cards and gifts.  It was a very special day for our whole family. 
 
A special thank you to all those who had a part in the planning.  The worship service, 
dinner and afternoon program were all exceptional.  To the planning committee, choir 
members, Jubilee, brass players, dinner servers and program participants, our thanks.  
We are filled with great memories and gratitude. 
 
Zion is a great place to serve and we have been blessed for these 33 year.  May God bless 
you all.  We will always keep you in our prayers. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Pastor John & Judy Folkerds. 



New Godôs Gardeners Coordinator  
 
Marv and Mary Jopp are handing the trowel of Godõs Gardeners over to the next 
diggers.  Marjorie Stewig, supported by her husband Mike and daughters Blair 
and Hanna, is the new coordinator for Godõs 
Gardeners. Please contact Marjorie (682.4246) with 
any questions or ideas to help them do their very best 
to serve you. 
 

òI am so pleased to have the opportunity to help carry on the 
tradition that Marv and Mary have been overseeing for the 
past 10 years. I look forward to meeting many new friends of 
Zion.. . . God Bless all the wonderful volunteers who have 
done such a wonderful job beautifying the grounds at Zion.ó 
 
Godõs Gardeners maintains 25 Memorial gardens and a 
few other planting areas on the Zion grounds.   

Council Update  
At the August 8  Meeting 
 
The council met with and accepted the 
candidate recommended by the 
Personnel Committee as Interim 
Pastor.  The Personnel Committee will 
now work out the details, not to 
exceed the current benefits package of 
Pastor John Folkerds. 
 
Kairoõs Stewardship Program reported 
that their first meeting was held July 
25 and the next large group meeting is 
Aug 29 
    
40 Days of Community reported that 
the kickoff date is set for Jan 19th-20,  
committees are being formed, and we 
are looking for a video person. 
 
The financial stewardship goal for 
2007 was reworded to state òBy 
working on stewardship we will 
obtain a balanced budget by 12-31-
2007ó. 
 
The resignation of Chris Swaggert as 
President was accepted and Kirk 
Bengston was nominated as Council 
President and assigned to the Personnel 
Committee.  Kevin Lincicum was 
nominated as Vice President and 
assigned to the Foundation.  Idella 
Ziegler was assigned to the Stewardship 
Committee:    
 
Custodian Roger Weegeõs retirement 
as of September 28 was announced. 
 
Christian Education Committee gave 
an update and there was a discussion 
of staffing options. 
 
It was decided that an audit of Zionõs 
financial statements will be prepared 
by a CPA every fifth year beginning     
12-31-07. 
 
A letter from members was read 
regarding bonus for staff and will be 
revisited at the September meeting. 

Families of Active Military  
 We would like to include your loved one in prayer here at Zion. Please contact 

the office to let us know where your military person is stationed. 

Active Military  
Please Pray For 

Pam Miller, deployed to Iraq. 

Benjamin Pecarina, basic training at Lacklund AFB 

in TX 

Jon Strommen, stationed at Ft Hood, TX 

Nick Miller, deployed to Iraq (on medical leave in 

Germany) 

Dustin Snare, deployed to Iraq 

Jake Swanson, stationed at Ft Bragg, NC 

Charles Mandery, stationed at Fort McCoy, WI 

 

Pam (Pieschke) Miller (pictured) is assigned to the 

Litchfield 849th Mobility Augmentation Company of 

the Minnesota Army National Guard.  They were due 

to  deploy to Iraq sometime in August and serve as 

security forces in Operation Iraqi Freedom. They are 

expected to return sometime next summer. 
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"So far we have been training non-stop. It is 

intense yet rewarding to know I have 

accomplished so much in such little time." 
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Harvest of Hands Annual Event  
November 3, 9am-1pm 
 
We are down to the last few months of preparations for our annual bazaar and 
brunch.  If you enjoy making crafts at home or with our group, canning, baking, 
organizing events, or just like to be with people, please help us to be a success. 
 

Volunteers 
The volunteer and product needs books will be out the beginning of September.  
Please sign up to help out with an activity or bring some needed supplies, and 
check the books often to see other areas that are in needs of your help.  We hope 
that if you were a coordinator last year that you will volunteer again this year.  
We especially need coordinators for: Apple Picking, Egg Rolls, Flyers. Publicity, 
Set Up, and Clean Up. 
 

Produce 
Keep Harvest of Hands in mind this fall while you are doing your vegetable 
gardening! Home canned vegetables make an excellent addition to the event! 
  

Crafts 
Join the Harvest of Hands crafters the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month to 
make hand crafted items for the Nov. 3 event. Meet in the Wilderness room at 
7:00pm. New to Zion? Like to do crafts? This is a great way to help feed the 
hungry of the world, and make new friends at your church home. 
  

Silent Auction 
Donations are currently being accepted for the Silent Auction.  Please consider 
contributing one of your hand made items, theme baskets, event tickets, etcé 
towards the fight against World Hunger.  Please contact Diane Montplaisir by 
October 16 (dmontplaisir@zionbuffalo.org or 763.565.2414/ 763.682.1245 for 
further information or if you would be interested in donating a special item. You 
can bring your items to the church office the week of October 14-19. 
 
Please contact a member of the Harvest of Hands 
Committee or Joy Arens (763-658-6124) with any 
questions and see the weekly bulletin for more 
information. 
 
Thank you. 
 
All proceeds from the Harvest of Hands goes to the 
World Hunger Appeal. With the money raised, the 
Lutheran World Federation provides food, water, 
emergency shelter, quilts and health kits to people in 
need around the world. 

Harvest of Hands Schedule 
 

9/2/2007  
Volunteer Books Available in the 
Narthex Area 
 
9/5/2007 
Planning Meetings 
7:00 PM Wilderness Room 
every 2 weeks 
 
9/12/2007 
Kick Off Meeting   
7:00 PM Wilderness Room 
 
9/27, 10/4, 10/11/2007 
Lefse     
Kitchen 
      
10/01/07 ð 10/15/07 
Flyers     
Local Areas 
 
10/6/2007 
Egg Rolls     
Kitchen 
 
10/8/2007 
Apple Pies    
Kitchen & Fellowship Hall 
 
Candy & Cookies  
10/27/2007 
Kitchen & Fellowship Hall 
 
10/31/07 ð 11/02/07 
Set Up 
Trinity Hall, Fellowship Hall, 
Narthex, Classrooms, & Hallways 
 
11/2/2007 
Pies & Cakes    
Kitchen 
 
11/3/2007 
Harvest of Hands Event   
9AM-1PM  
Trinity Hall, Fellowship Hall, 
Narthex, Classrooms, & Hallways 
 
11/14/2007 
Wrap Up   
7:00 PM Wilderness Room 

volunteers  
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Be a Part of Zionôs Music Program  
Thereõs a Place for You in Choir This Year! 
 
Make this a great year by adding your tunes to a choir. Please call the Zion church 
office (682.1245 or visit the web site: www.zionbuffalo.org) to register for 
children/youth choirs, both vocal and handbells. 
 
Parents, thereõs room for you, too. Find a place in the Senior Choir or in Joyful 
Ringers. All are welcome! Child care available on Wednesdays during rehearsals. 
 
Call any of the directors with questions about 
choirs. Weõll see you soon! 

Got Rhythm?  
Liturgical Dance is for You! 
An intergenerational liturgical dance group will add 
meaning and beauty to our worship services.  Contact 
Barb Janski at 684-1873 if you are interested in joining. 

Lutefisk Dinner  
Planning is getting underway for the 
Annual Lutefisk/Meatball Dinner set 
for Friday, October 26, at Zion.  Many 
hands are needed to provide this 
delicious dinner.  We need and 
welcome all new helpers!  If you are 
available to help in anyway for this 
event...please contact Rick Johnson at 
763.972.6148 or tylorlj@yahoo.com. 
 

Update Program 
Information  
Coordinators and committee 
members, please make sure that 
information for your committee or 
program is up-to-date on the website.  
At the Rally Day Block Party, internet 
stations will be the main source of 
information and sign-ups for fall 
opportunities.  Contact Angela 
Bengtson for assistance. 
 

Wednesday 
Suppers  
Additional volunteers and a 
coordinator are needed before the 
popular Wednesday evening Meals 
can resume this fall.  Contact Pastor 
Steve for more information. 
 

Fellowship 
Committee  
The Fellowship Committee is in need 
of additional members.  If you like to 
plan events and be a part of Christian 
Fellowship, please call Deb Johnson at 
763-300-1712 or the church office to 
find out more about this opportunity 
 

Bloodmobile  
The American Red Cross blood mobile 
will be at Zion on November 1 from 
1pm to 7pm.  Please watch for sign up 
sheets during September and October 
or contact the coordinator, Beverly 
Smith, with questions. 

Vocal Choirs  
Sonshine Choir  
for Kindergarten-Grade 2  
Mondays 3:45-4:30 (begins Sept. 10, 
note change in day from last year) 
Director Carol Moore 682.3571 
Check with Carol about bussing details 
from the Buffalo Schools.  
 
Joy Choir for grades 3-5  
Wednesdays 6:15-7:15 (begins Sept. 12) 
Director Kristi Kuhns 684.0049 
 
Youth Choir for grades 6-12  
Wednesdays 5:15-6:00 (begins Sept. 12) 
Diane Johnson 320.286.2004 
 
Senior Choir for adults & high school  
Wednesdays 7:00-8:15pm  
(begins Sept. 5) 
Nursery available during rehearsals 
Michael Walsh 682.0163 

 

Handbell Choirs   
Ring Forth for grades 4-5  
Wednesdays 5:30-6:10pm  
(begins Sept. 12)  
Sherilyn Burgdorf 682.1245 or 682.1954 
 
Class Ring for grades 6-8  
Wednesdays 2:45-3:45 OR 4:45-5:15pm 
(begins Sept. 12) 
Class Ring offers 2 sessions - choose the 
one that fits your schedule 
Alternate destination form required for 
bus from BCMS after school  
Sherilyn Burgdorf 682.1245 or 682.1954 
 
Jubilance for grades 9-12  
Watch for more info (schedule TBA) 
Sherilyn Burgdorf 682.1245 or 682.1954 
 
Joyful Ringers  
for adults & high school  
Wednesdays 7:00-8:15pm  
(begins Sept. 5)  
Sherilyn Burgdorf 682.1245 or 682.1954 



A Study of I & II 
Corinthians  
Adult Bible Study 
 
Join the Reverend 
Doctor Robert 
Mortvedt for an 
in-depth look at 
the fascinating 
relationship of 
the Apostle Paul 
with the Church 
at Corinth. The 
letters look at the problems, 
questions, and troubles of the early 
Christian church, and contain some 
of the best expressions of Godõs 
answers to issues that are present in 
our personal lives and the church 
today. 
 
This 10-week course will meet on 
Thursdays, Sept. 13 to Nov. 15, 7:00 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
 
Pastor Mortvedt is a retired Lutheran 
Pastor, and a member of Zion, and 
his classes are a highlight of our adult 
education program and are open to 
everyone.  Register online or at the 
information desk. 
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Seniorsô Day at Shores 
Zionaires September Meeting 

 
On September 27 we will travel to Seniorsõ Day at 
Shores of St Andrew, a camp of Green Lake Lutheran 
Ministries near New London, MN.  We will tour the 
St Andrew Bible Camp, enjoy the fall colors, have 
lunch, and participate in an old fashioned Hymn-Sing 
in Marble Church.   
 
Marble Lutheran church was formerly located near 
Canby, MN and was one of the churches Pastor Becky 
Sogge served before coming to Zion. 
 
In 2004 the congregation was dissolved, and the 
church was donated and relocated to Shores of St. 
Andrew Bible Camp. 
 

To register for this one-day event see Pastor Becky or Idella Ziegler. The cost is 
just $12 and Zionaires will reimburse anyone volunteering to drive.  Plan now.  
More information will be in the weekly bulletin. 
 

Blessed to Follow  
The Beatitudes as a Compass for Discipleship 
 
Blessing leak, and as we receive the blessings of Jesusõ Beatitudes, we become a 
blessing to others.  The arc of Christian discipleship falls between Jesusõ first and 
last sermons.  Like a rainbow stretching across a wonderful landscape, these 
blessings bear the wild promise of the world according to God. 
 
In this yearõs Circle Bible Study, we listen with fresh ears to Jesusõ first sermons, 
tuning our ears to the frequency of blessings.  All women are invited to join one of 
the three circles.  September meetings are:  

Esther Circle on Sunday Sept 16, 7:00 pm at church 
Naomi Circle on Tuesday September 18, 9:30 am at church 
Rebecca Circle on Thursday, September 20, 7:00 pm at church 

 

The Gospel of Luke  
Community Bible Study Inter-denominational Bible Study  
 
All are invited to join the CBS at Zion, which  will resume on Thursday, Sept. 13 
and meet each week from 9:15-11:15 a.m.,  for fellowship, study and discussion.  A 
nursery and a quality pre-school program is offered for children while parents 
attend CBS.  This year classes will also be available for elementary to high school 
home schooled children. 
 
Contact Lesley Walz (682.4905) or Jennifer Green (682.1372) with questions or 
for registration information. 

fellowship & study 

òPastor Bob appears to be 
extremely knowledgeable on the 

classes I have taken from him and I 
am looking forward to his fall 

classes on 1st and 2nd Corinthians.  
His classes are very interesting and 
he delivers the message with a lot of 

passion.  I feel the Q & A are 
extremely helpful to better 

understand the scriptures.  I think 
more members of our congregation 
are missing out by not attending his 

classes.ó 
Sam Monson 

www.zionbuffalo.org  
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Three Cups of Tea  
Zion Book Club 
 
Book Club meets at 7:00 pm on September 11 in the 
Library.  Read Three Cups of Tea by Greg 
Mortenson.  òThree Cups of Tea traces Mortenson's decade-
long odyssey to build schools (especially for girls), throughout 
the region that gave birth to the Taliban and sanctuary to Al 
Qaeda. While he wages war with the root causes of terrorism - 
poverty and ignorance - Mortenson must survive kidnapping, 
fatwas issued by enraged mullahs, death threats from 
Americans who consider him a traitor, and wrenching 
separations from his family.  Three Cups of Tea traces 
Mortenson's decade-long odyssey to build schools (especially 
for girls), throughout the region that gave birth to the Taliban and sanctuary to Al Qaeda. While 
he wages war with the root causes of terrorism - poverty and ignorance - Mortenson must survive 
kidnapping, fatwas issued by enraged mullahs, death threats from Americans who consider him a 
traitor, and wrenching separations from his family.ó 
 
The book for October 9 will be Tent of Abraham - Stories of Hope and Peace for 
Jews, Christians and Muslims  by Sister Joan Chittister (more information at 
www.tentofabraham.org).  Book club meets on the 2nd Tuesday each month. 
This is a low pressure book club, readers are encouraged to simply come for 
discussion with no preparation. 

Womenôs Bible Study   
Women United in Faith 
 
Women of all ages and backgrounds are invited to the annual kick-off night for 
the òWomen United in Faithó bible study group, on Tuesday, October 9th at 6:30 
in the church library.  At this first meeting for the 2007-2008 year there will be a 
guest speaker, introduction to our study plan, light refreshments and fellowship. 

(Women United continued on page 18) 

The Jesus I 
Never Knew  
Adult Bible Study 
 
Join Pastor Becky Wednesdays at 6:00 
for an exploration of The Jesus I Never 
Knew.  Critically acclaimed as the 
most significant Christian book of the 
last ten years, The Jesus I Never Knew 
was selected for the prestigious Gold 
medallion Christian Book of the Year 
Award in 1996.  In it, best-selling 
author Philip Yancey peels away 
popular stereotypes to present a 
brilliant and challenging portrait of 
Christ.  Study participants will join 
Yancey in this probing look at Jesus ð 
his teaching, his miracles, his death 
and resurrection, and ultimately, who 
he was and why he came.  Video clips 
and a study guide press beyond the 
traditional picture to uncover a Jesus 
who is brilliant, creative, challenging, 
fearless, compassionate, unpredictable 
and ultimately satisfying. 
 
The book study will meet every 
Wednesday evening beginning 
September 12 from 6:00-7:00p.m.  
Please sign-up on line or at the 
information desk. Books and study 
guides ($20) can be ordered until 
September 5. 
 

Hymns of Faith  
Monday Morning Bible Study 
 

Monday morning Bible study begins 
September 10 at 9:30.  We will 
continue to look at the Hymns of 
Faith.  This is an opportunity to 
explore some of our favorite hymns 
and their connections to the Bible.  
Hymns include:  òHoly, Holy, Holy,ó 
and òThe Churchõs One Foundation.  
We have traditionally met at 
Woodmere but are working out 
details for where this study will meet.  
Please watch for details or talk to 
Pastor Becky. 

Scrapbooking  
(& crafts)  
Crop Nights Resume  
September 21 
 
Scrapbookers and other crafters are 
invited to get together at 6pm in the 
Fellowship Hall on September 21 to 
crop, craft, and chat.  No cost, no sales, 
no RSVP; just show up and spread out.  
All welcome regardless of age or 
experience.  Contact Angela Bengtson 
or Pastor Becky for more information. 

"Festival 
of Lights"  
Family Camp Trip 
Theme Weekend  
 
The 2nd Annual Family Camp Trip is to 
be held at Baker Park Reserve on 
September 21-23.  Bring your lights, 
luminaries, and flashlights!  Check in 
Friday evening and decorate your 
site.  Prizes awarded for best site 

(Family Camp Trip continued on page 11) 



Saturday 1 

 

Sunday 2 

8:30 am, Traditional Service 

9:00 am, Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 am, Family Express 

10:30 am, Jubilee Service 

 

Monday 3 

Office Closed 

 

Tuesday 4 

6:00 pm, Stephen Ministries Meeting 

7:00 pm, Jubilee Rehearsal 

7:00 pm, Knitting Club 

 

Wednesday 5 

6:30 am, Men of Zion Bible Study (50+) 

8:30 am, Staff Meeting 

6:00 pm, Harvest of Hands 

 

Thursday 6 

8:00 am, Men of Wisdom Bible Study 

 

Friday 7 

10:00 am, Enhance Fitness Classes 

 

Saturday 8 

1:00 pm, Wedding 

 

Sunday 9 

Rally Day 

8:30 am & 10:30 am, Sunday School 

8:30 am, Traditional Service 

9:00 am, Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 am, Family Express 

10:30 am, Jubilee Service 

 

Monday 10 

9:30 am, Bible Study 

10:00 am, Enhance Fitness Classes 

3:45 pm, Sonshine Choir 

 

Tuesday 11 

9:30 am, Parkview Communion 

7:00 pm, Jubilee Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday 12 

2:45 pm, Class Ring I 

4:45 pm, Class Ring II 

5:15 pm, Youth Choir 

5:30 pm, Ring Forth 

6:00 pm, Bible Study6:15 pm, Joy Choir 

7:00 pm, Harvest of Hands Craft Night 

7:00 pm, Joyful Ringers 

7:00 pm, Senior Choir 

 

Thursday 13 

8:00 am, Men of Wisdom Bible Study 

9:15 am, Community Bible Study 

7:00 pm, Adult Bible Study 

 

Friday 14 

10:00 am, Enhance Fitness Classes 

 

Saturday 15 

12:00 pm, Wedding 

1:00 pm, Wedding 

 

Sunday 16 

8:30 am & 10:30 am, Sunday School 

8:30 am, Traditional Service 

9:00 am, Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 am, Family Express 

10:30 am, Jubilee Service 

2:00 pm, Devotions at Parkview 

7:00 pm,  Esther Circle 

 

Monday 17 

9:30 am, Bible Study 

10:00 am, Enhance Fitness Classes 

3:45 pm, Sonshine Choir 

 

Tuesday 18 

9:30 am, Naomi Circle 

7:00 pm, Jubilee Rehearsal 

7:00 pm, Property Committee 

 

Wednesday 19 

6:30 am, Men of Zion Bible Study (50+) 

8:30 am, Staff Meeting 

9:00 am, Parkview Communion 

2:45 pm, Class Ring I 

3:45 pm, Kids' Club 

4:45 pm, Class Ring II 

5:15 pm, Youth Choir 

5:30 pm, Ring Forth 

6:00 pm, Bible Study 

6:00 pm, Harvest of Hands 

6:15 pm, Joy Choir 

7:00 pm, Council Meeting 

7:00 pm, Joyful Ringers 

7:00 pm, Senior Choir 

 

Thursday 20 

8:00 am, Men of Wisdom Bible Study 

9:15 am, Community Bible Study 

7:00 pm, Adult Bible Study 

7:00 pm, Rebecca Circle 

 

Friday 21 

10:00 am, Enhance Fitness Classes 

5:00 pm, Zion Family Camp Trip 

6:00 pm, Scrapbooking 

Saturday 22 

Zion Family Camp Trip 

3:00 pm, Wedding 

 

Sunday 23 

Zion Family Camp Trip 

8:30 am & 10:30 am, Sunday School 

8:30 am, Traditional Service 

9:00 am, Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 am, Family Express 

10:00 am, Camp Service at Baker Park 

10:30 am, Jubilee Service 

 

Monday 24 

9:30 am, Bible Study 

10:00 am, Enhance Fitness Classes 

3:45 pm, Sonshine Choir 

 

Tuesday 25 

7:00 pm, Jubilee Rehearsal 

 

Wednesday 26 

9:00 am, Newsletter Crew 

2:45 pm, Class Ring I 

3:45 pm, Kids' Club 

4:45 pm, Class Ring II 

5:15 pm, Youth Choir 

5:30 pm, Ring Forth 

6:00 pm, Bible Study 

6:15 pm, Joy Choir 

7:00 pm, Harvest of Hands Craft Nights 

7:00 pm, Joyful Ringers 

7:00 pm, Senior Choir 

 

Thursday 27 

Zionaires to Shores of St Andrew 

8:00 am, Men of Wisdom Bible Study 

9:15 am, Community Bible Study 

6:00 pm, Harvest of Hands 

7:00 pm, Adult Bible Study 

 

Friday 28 

10:00 am, Enhance Fitness Classes 

 

Saturday 29 

4:00 pm, Wedding 

 

Sunday 30 

8:30 am & 10:30 am, Sunday School 

8:30 am, Traditional Service 

9:00 am, Coffee Fellowship 

9:45 am, Family Express 

10:30 am, Jubilee Service 

look for updates & links at: www.zionbuffalo.org  

10 september calendar 
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Become Part of 
the Zion Family  
Zion New Members Class 
Sunday, October 14,   4-7pm 
 
New Members are officially received 
during Sunday morning worship 
services. Just prior to joining, 
prospective members and their 
families are invited to attend a one 
time informational class led by Zion's 
pastors. 
 
During the membership class at Zion, 
you will: 

get to know the pastors 
have an opportunity to meet other 
incoming new members. 
meet some Zion staff members 
have a brief introduction into 
church life at Zion, Christian 
teachings, pastoral care, and God's 
gracious love. 
staff will gather or check 
information about you and your 
family for our records and the 
following Sunday's bulletin. If you 
would like to provide that 
information prior to the meeting 
you can do that here. 
Your picture will be taken for the 
church bulletin 
Last, but most important, we will 
enjoy a delicious meal together. 

 
Child care will be available from 4-
5:30, 6-7:00, but we ask that your 
children join us for the evening meal 
from 5:30-6:00. Call the church office 
with any questions: 763.682.1245 

Come and grow with us! 

Rally Day Block Party  
Fun and Fellowship on Sunday, September 9 
 

Start the day with worship at 8:30 (Traditional), 9:45 (Family Express) or 10:30 
(Contemporary).  Sunday School will be starting (8:30 & 10:30) for 3-year-olds to 
6th graders, so be sure to get students registered in advance to make the morning 
go smoothly. 
 

Afterwards, head out on the front lawn for a free picnic lunch and Root beer 
garden (with a nominal charge for root beer & floats).  There will be free 
entertainment until 2:00 pm for all including inflatable jumpers, carnival games, 
face painting, tattoos,  and fun-do Hair-do's.  "Mr. DJ" (aka Youth Director 
Myron Crawford) will be the DJ for the event providing music and karaoke.    
 

Volunteers are needed to help with set-up and take down as well as running 
some of the games for Rally Day on September 9. Contact Holly Husom if you 
can help make Rally Day a fun day for all. 

Here We Stand  
Confirmation 2007-08 
 
Confirmation is a two year interactive 
program for 7th/8th Grade students 
that will challenge and deepen their 
faith walk. Students should have 
received a registration card, but can 
also register online at 
www.zionbuffalo.org.  Registration is 
important for 7th graders and those 
new to confirmation at Zion, returning 
8th graders will be in the same small 
group as last year and do not need to re
-register. 
 
Confirmation begins with a parent 
meeting on September 5 and the first 
large group class on September 12. 
 
Confirmation Guides are needed for 
this time of learning and discernment. 
If you are willing to answer the call, 
please contact Pr Steve 
(ssvoboda@zionbuffalo.org) or Myron 
(mcrawford@zionbuffalo.org) for more 
info. 
 
Throughout the year, confirmation 
information and the forms you will 
need can be found at  
http://zionyouth.wordpress.com/
confirmation/ 

decorations.  Saturday  park activities 
include a nature program, face 
painting, moon walk and climbing wall 
under the stars.   
  
Besides relaxing, socializing and 
enjoying the activities this 
beautiful park has to  
offer, Zion family activities being 
planned include a Friday night social,  
a Saturday afternoon potluck, and a 
Sunday worship service. 
 
Those who do not wish to camp are 
welcome to visit any time during the 
weekend.  The Sunday morning service 
will be at 10:00 am in the Baker Park 
amphitheater.  Visitors at other times 
during the weekend should check with 
Diane in the church office to find out 
where Zionõs camp sites are located. 
 
Stop by the information desk to pick 
up a pamphlet which includes the 
weekend rates and directions.  Please 
let Diane know in the church office 
that you plan to attend so she can give 
you updated information regarding the 
weekend get-away. As of mid August,  
seven families were already signed up.   
 
 

(Family Camp Trip continued from page 9) 
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Approved Memorial Items  

Building Needs 
Number 

Needed 
Total Cost 

Chapel line  $15.25 per month 

Large print devotionals  $200 per year 

Christian Flags  $90 per set 

Eternal flame candles  $125 per year 

Office filing cabinet 1  

Fireproof filing cabinet 1  

Video projector & 

computer set up in 

activity center 

1 $2,500  

Volleyball poles  $1,000  

ELW hymnals  $20 each 

Newsletter Advertisers  
Please Thank These Members and Local Businesses  
 
When you are out and about in Buffalo, please thank the 
following who have taken the time and invested in the 
newsletter by placing newsletter ads with the new 
publisher for the next year.   

 

Jennifer Adams: Coldwell Banker Å Paula Brecht: 
Olive Ridge Å Sue Foster: Running Stitch  Å Bob 

Halagan: Halagan Law Firm Å Bob Hoffman: B & B 
Hoffman Sod Farm Å Terry Peterson: Kidõs Haven Å 

Dale Schmidt: Schmidt Electric Å Doug Schroeppel: 
Schroeppel & Schroeppel Å Cheryl & Gerry Stueven: J 
C PENNEY & Tantastic Å Kathy Swanson: Swanson 
Bookkeeping Å Jayne Weiche: Fox Fyre Gallery Å 

Mark Worner : Thrivent Financial Å Patrick 
Zierdan: Advantage Tax Service Plus Å Jay Loberg: 
Loberg Plumbing & Heating Å Kenny & Charity 

Mealman: Ken's Bobcat Services Å Pam Schendel: 
Countryside Floral Å Amy Sisk: Zion Yoga Å Wanda 
Weber: Weber Legal Services PC Å Gordon Weber: 
Zumbusch Weber  Sundman Financial Å Mark Welter : 
Trueman Welters Inc Å Bob Adams: Adams Law Office Å 

Brian Beckius: Beckius Truck Repair  Å Ross 
Danielson: Northland Title Company Å Brad Fadden: 
Buffalo Chrysler Å Jeff Hall: Reliable Medical Supply Å 
Don Helmbrecht: Remax Realty Å DeAnna Hoien: 
Home Solutions / Neils Flooring Å Julie Kiernan: 

Kiernan Law Office Å Jim Larson: Klein Bank Å Mark 
Lyons: Lyons Electric Å Mike Newman: A Step 
Beyond Building Å Ken Ogden: Insurance Center of 
Buffalo Å Mark Olson: Olson Chiropractic Clinic Å 

Russell Peterson: Tires Plus Å Kent Pfeifer: Pfeifer 
Construction Å Vicki Schenk: Inthreaable Images 
Embroidery Å Beth Solberg: Interiors by Beth Å Jason 

& Jolene Sorenson: J & J Athletics Å Nancy 
Stauffer: Medina Golf & CC Å Steve Wick: Ryan 
Chevrolet Å David Wray : Dave Wray Automotive 

 

AND OTHERS ADDED AFTER AUGUST 16 
SEE ADS ON PAGES  18-19. 

 

 

finance & stewardship 

Financial Report  
 July 2007 

Income July 2007 YTD  2007 

Offerings $57,530.63  $375,927.17  

Rent / S.S. / Misc $7,620.95  $31,055.73  

World Hunger/Missions $1,539.00  $9,308.50  
 
Expenses July 2007 YTD  2007 

Synod Benevolence $1,083.33  $7,583.31  

World Hunger/Missions $1,454.00  $8,467.50  

Other General Services $55,441.98  $400,318.78  

Income vs. Expenses $8,711.27  $-78.19 

Balance owed to FIF  $38,000.  
 

Forward in Faith Fund 
Income July 2007 

Offerings and Interest $20,688.18  

Other Receipts $0.00 
  
Expenses  

Mortgage $18,194.52  
  
Income/Expense $2,493.66  

Balance owed from general  $38,000  

Gifts to Zion  
 

In memory of Kenneth Johnson, from Tom and 
Nancy Lund. 



Bertilôs Legacy 
Estate Gift of $39,000 

Zion recently received a gift of 
$39,000 from the estate of Bertil 
Peterson who died in February 2007 
the day before his 93rd birthday.  
Bertil was baptized and confirmed at 
the Carlslund Lutheran Church and 
attended the Carlslund Country 
School.  Bertil was an engineer 
working for Tobin Arp for 45 years.  
When he retired he moved back to 
his childhood home and home 
congregation, Zion.  Bertil was a 
quiet man of deep faith, he was 
faithful in worship enjoying the 
traditional service and worship at 
Marysville. 
 
$1,000 will be given to the organ 
fund in Bertilõs name.  The balance of 
the bequest will be used to repay the 
outstanding loan from the Forward 
In Faith fund to the general fund and 
possibly pay down the principal 
balance of the building. 
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Our focus during 40 Days of Community will be to fulfill Godõs five purposes 
together.  Weõll do this two ways: first, by deepening the community of love 
within our church family, and second, by reaching out in love to the community 
around our church family.   

 
40 Days of Purpose focused on the question, òWhat on 
Earth Am I Here For?ó  During 40 Days of Community 
we will focus on the question, òWhat on Earth Are We 
Here For?ó    
 
During 40 Days of Community we will work together 
to deepen our understanding of how God uses other 
people, specifically others in our church family, for our 
good and our growth.  It will also show us how God 
can use us to reach out and bless others in their lives.  

We can do this through our participation in small groups, which will be the most 
essential part of 40 Days of Community. 
 
40 Days of Community has several features that set it apart from the 40 Days of 
Purpose program.  These are changes from the last campaign and innovations for 
this new one that will be offering age appropriate materials for every member of 
the family.  There is power in having everyone in the family learning about the 
same biblical truths together.  We will have a daily devotional book, daily journal 
and a weekly small group study guide, all in one book that will be a campaign 
companion for all participants.  A mission project team will identify local 
outreach opportunities for our small groups to do together. 
 
Itõs not too late to get involved in the organizational aspect of this program.  
Team members are still needed.   This is a great way to meet others in our church 
and an excellent opportunity to share your faith as Zion reaches out to help 
others. 
 
Please consider taking part in this exciting 
program.  If you would like to take part or have 
questions contact Pastor Steve or Judy Weis, 
Campaign Director.  Information can also be 
found online. 
 
Together We Can Make a Difference! 
 

The Red Hymnal  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
 
The new red ELCA published worship resource book and hymnal is called 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  The book contains most of our favorite hymns as 
well as introducing many new ones.  There are new worship settings and also 
settings that will be similar to those with which are  already become familiar.  
 
Thank you to those who have already given a gift to purchase ELW hymnals. A 
complete list of donors will be acknowledged at a later time. Contact the office to 
memorialize a hymnal in honor or in memory of a loved one. 

(Continued from page 3) 

40 Days of 
Community Zion 
will be taking part 

during Lent of 2008. 

http://zion40.wordpress.com 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church  
Sanctuary Movement 
 
Some months ago a young couple 
joined Redeemer congregation after 
doing extensive research.  They decided 
to become members at Redeemer 
because they liked the congregationõs 
commitment and support to the 
neighborhood.  They are both recent 
graduates of Valparaiso University in 
Indiana.  It was like music to my ears 
when they stated that they wanted to 
get married at Redeemer this summer.  
Thatõs when they asked me the big 
question òWhat would it take to have 
the church painted and the mildew stains on the wall removed?ó 
 
Before they posed the question I never dared to imagine that we could accomplish 
such a task.  Yet two weeks ago we did it!  Members of Redeemer brought ladders 
from home, paint brushes and tape and we transformed our sanctuary with a 
bright and colorful coating of new paint.  Members of Redeemer climbed a 
twenty foot ladder, removed the dust from the stained glass windows and 
provided a thorough cleaning of the worship space. 
 
The experience of painting the sanctuary was in itself a blessing to Redeemer.  
There was a wonderful sense of accomplishment as members of Redeemer took 
ownership of this project from start to finish.  The idea began with new members 
and their desire to be married at Redeemer.  The decision to paint the sanctuary 
was made by the church council and the appeal for volunteers went out to the 
entire congregation.  Even the color selection was a democratic process as the 
entire congregation had the opportunity to choose between three colors. 
 
Painting the sanctuary took just one week and we did more than just put paint on 
the wall.  Choir members along with other volunteers began painting on 
Wednesday and the remaining work was completed on Saturday.  In the process 
of painting the sanctuary new people stepped forward.  Painting the sanctuary, 
new people surfaced displaying their passion and love for this neighborhood and 
congregation.  We saw a great 
cross selection of the congregation doing the work, children, young and old alike 
climbing ladders, cleaning pews and patching holes.  More than hard work, 
painting the sanctuary was a confidence building event for the leadership of our 
congregation. 
 
 What a wonderful day it was at Redeemer to see the newly completed worship 
space.  Now that we have accomplished this task I can hardly help think what 
might be next.  Is it possible that Redeemer might replace the roof that is badly in 

need of repair? 
 
Now I know that nothing is impossible 
when we work together for the sake of the 
kingdom for God, or to paint a video game. 

Zambia  
Report from Aaron Squadroni 
 

Aaron Squadroni is a Zion member 
and graduate student in architecture 
who is visiting his aunt (Mindaõs 
sister) and uncle who are missionaries 
at the Villages of Hope Farm in 
Zambia (they spoke at Zion in July).  
Aaron is supported in this trip by the 
Zion Foundation.   
 
òHello from Zambia.  It is relatively 
hot here but mostly just dry.  It almost 
seems like fall because leaves are 
falling off the trees and it gets very 
cool at night.  But it is sunny and 70 
degrees every day.   
 
I have been working on a wide range 
of projects.  I am helping complete an 
excel file that will chart all the time, 
workers, and costs, of each step in 
building an orphan cottage based on 
those cottages that are finished 
currently.   Then Benedict will know 
specifically what he needs for each 
step when building future houses.   
 

(Zambia continued on page 18) 

www.redeemermpls.org  

missions & social ministry 
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Who was Marin Luther?  
The Events that Shaped Lutheranism 
 

This German monk and university professor was unwavering in his belief in the 
authority of scripture and that sinners are saved by grace alone.  This timeline of 
events that shaped Lutheranism and our world was adapted from the Summer / 
Fall issue of Thrivent magazine. 

Dr. Lawrence Rast, academic dean at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, comments when Lutherans emerged òThey were not trying to be 
radicals, they werenõt trying to start a new church, what they were trying to do 
was to proclaim Christ and proclaim Him crucified and risen again.  Thatõs what 
Luther saw as his mission and that remains our mission in the present time.ó 
 
The entire article can be found at  
http://www.thrivent.com/magazine/summerfall07/images/timeline.pdf. 

Thrivent Builds  
Worldwide Gulf Coast 
Experience  
 
The situation along the Gulf Coast 
remains grave after hurricanes Rita 
and Katrina hit the coastline with 
deadly force. Although it has been 
more than two years since Katrina 
struck, approximately 22,000 families 
are still housed in FEMA trailers. But 
you can help change that through the 
Thrivent Builds Worldwide Gulf 
Coast Experience. 
 
Thrivent Builds Worldwide brings 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
members, and other Lutherans and 
volunteers, together to build homes 
with families in need of decent, 
affordable housing.  
 
During a Thrivent Builds Worldwide 
Gulf Coast Experience volunteer work 
trip youõll work with Habitat for 
Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast (HFHMGC) to help a partner 
family build their home. Youõll have 
fun meeting new people who have 
common values and interests. And 
youõll create lifelong friendships and 
stronger communities. 
 
The registration cost for benefit 
members is just $25 ($190 non-
members) which includes housing, 
food, ground transportation and group 
activities.  Participants must arrange 
and pay for their own travel to  Biloxi 
(around $230).  Trips are 5 days 
(Monday ðFriday) and are available 
until December 14. 
 
There is more information online at 
http://www.thriventbuilds.com/
worldwide/gulfcoast.html 
 
If you would be interested in 
participating in a trip, contact Pastor 
Becky or Angela Bengtson so we can 
connect you with others from Zion. 

If you have any questions about 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and its 
products, you can contact Mark or 
Karen Worner at 763.682.6011 

October 31, 1571: Martin Luther 
nails his 95 Theses to the door of 
Castle Church at Wittenberg, 
Germany. 

 
1520s: Students from across 
Europe travel to Wittenberg to be 
taught by Luther 
January 1521: Luther refuses to 
cease his teachings and is 
excommunicated by the Roman 
Catholic Church.  In May, 
Charles V signs the Edict of 
Worms, declaring Luther an 
outlaw. 

 
1529: Luther pens òA Mighty 
Fortress is our Godó 

 
1534: Luther publishes his 
translation of the Bible.  It is the 
first complete Bible translated 
from the original Hebrew and 
Greek into German. 

 
February 18, 1546: Martin Luther 
dies in Eisleben, Germany.  His 
body is laid to rest in the Castle 
Church in Wittenburg. 

September 25, 1555: Lutheranism 
is officially recognized by the 
Holy Roman Empire when the 
Peace of Augsburg is signed, 
giving some citizens freedom to 
move throughout the empire with 
no fear of persecution. 

 
1600s: Lutheran missionaries 
move rapidly from Germany to 
the Baltics, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Estonia & Scandinavia. 

 
1700s: Lutheran missionaries 
move from Denmark to India. 

 
1800s: Lutherans begin to 
mobilize in America 

 
1900s: Lutheran missionaries 
travel to South America, 
Australia, the former Soviet 
Union, Africa, Asia and the Pacific 
Islands. 



16 youth ministries 

Planet Wisdom   Nov 30 -  Dec 1 
Middle School Event  grace Church  

 

God can use students in powerful ways, but only if 
they surrender their lives to Him completely.  

 

Planet Wisdom will give students a vision for who 
Christ wants them to be and will equip them to be 

the world -chaNgers that God intends.  
 

Only 20 Spots Open!      Cost is $65/student  
Register by Sept 28th!  No late entries!  

BECOME MORE 1 Peter 5:6  
Humble yourselves, therefore, under Godõs 
mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time.  

 

WHO: Sr High Students  
 

WHEN: Weds @ 7:30pm  
 

WHERE: Youth Room  
 

WHY: To discuss and study 

issues that are relevant to 

todayôs generation and  

discover the Biblical  

Viewpoint.  

Kaleo is an interactive emerging 
worship service that is a chance to 
òcall outó a generation of youth to 
become authentic believers. Kaleo 
seeks to be a night with genuine 
worship and heartfelt teaching in 

order to encourage a generation of 
today to impact the church of 

tomorrow.  

Open to all Senior High and Middle 
School youth! 

Wednesdays @ 7pm  in Trinity Hall 

Confirmation Schedule for September: 
(All meetings are Weds @ 6pm) 

Sept 5 - Parent Meeting  

 This is for all parents that have a new student in  

 Confirmation.  

Sept 12 - First night of Confirmation  

 This is for all new and returning students. 

 Topic -  I AM WHO I AM 

Sept 19 - First night with small group breakouts  

 Topic - Sabbath Day 

Sept 26 - Topic - Father and Mother 

Please remember to bring your Bible and Lutheran Handbook! 

Are you interested in learning more about the city?  
Do you want to stretch your faith?  

Revamp will help answer these questions!  
Revamp offers a Senior High retreat like youõve never had before! Revamp 
will challenge your perspectives, inspire your passions and motivate you to 

pursue Jesusõ heart for those living in poverty. 
 

Only 5 Spots Left!  Cost is $70 by Sept 19! 
Nov 2-4, 2007   Minneapolis, MN  

Sr High Student Retreat  

Friday Night Fun Nights are back!  

October 12 -  Hayride / Bonfire  

This is open to all Middle School students!  

Sign- Up online!  

CLUB Time  

for Sr High  
 

Sep 16 @ 6pm  
 

Welcome 

Back Party!  
 

Games, food,  

music & 

message  
 

Open to all Sr 

High students!  
 

Bring a friend!  

zionyouth.wordpress.com  

1 Timothy 4:12                                                                                                      
 Donõt let anyone look down on you 
because you are young, but set an 

example for the believers in speech, 
in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 

Director of Youth Ministries  
Myron Crawford 

 
763-682-1245 ext. 308 

mcrawford@zionbuffalo.org 
 

Zion Youth Ministries  
We exist to reach out to youth, to come together 
and learn how to be for God and others through 

worship, study, fellowship and service. 



Co-Director of Christian Education  
Roxie Otten  

 
Interim Director  

Holly Husom 
 

763-682-1245 ext. 331 
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zionkids.wordpress.com  

childrenõs ministries 

Rally Day is 
September 9th  
10:30 -2:00!  
Kick Off the New School Year. 
 
Join us for  

Worship 
Picnic lunch 
DJ services provided by "Mr. DJ" 
Inflatable Jumpers 
Carnival games 
Rootbeer garden 
Dunk tank 
Face painting/tattoos 
Fun-do Hair-do's 
And Fun and Fellowship! 

 
We are also looking for volunteers to 
help with set-up and take down as 
well as running some of the games. 
Contact Holly if you can help with 
this  fun day! 
 

First Communion  
September 29, 9:00-12:00 

 
We will bake 
bread, discuss the 
meaning of 
communion and 
give the kids their 
first experience of 
taking communion.  
If your child is a 
5th or 6th grader or 
above and has not 
yet attended this 
class, please call 

the office to sign up. Parents are asked 
to take part in this interactive class.   

The 2007 -08 Sunday School Year is 
Just Around the Corner!  
Gear Up to Start Another Sunday School Year 
 

Sunday School Begins on September 9   
We are updating our student files this year to make sure all of our information is 
current.  Therefore, we are asking all students, new and previously enrolled, to 
register on-line by visiting the Childrenõs Ministries site at the bottom of this 
page. Please note that we are asking that registrations be in by Sept.1st so we 
can all of the classes assigned on the first day. 
 

New Rotational Model 
This year we are excited to announce that we have a new and innovative rotational 
Sunday School model.  Again if you have the opportunity, visit our new website for 
more details about this exciting change. 
 
Some benefits to the new Sunday school model are: 

Children will have more activities to help them learn the Bible lesson. 
Children will have òopening worshipó time to help transition Sunday school to 
Sanctuary.  
 Teachers have less time commitment 
 Teachers can chose to work with activities that fit their interests 
 òShepherdsó can just spend time with the children.  (no planning involved!!) 
 Substitute òshepherdsó can come in and spend time with a group of children, 
without worrying about what to teach or having to plan a lesson! 

 

Calling All Teachers!  
We need your help now more than ever! If you are 
interested, please contact Roxie or Holly for more 
info. This new model offers a lot of flexibility if you 
will be unable to be here every Sunday or feel like 
there are some areas you are confident in teaching and 
others you are not. It has it all and we want your talent and 
positive influence on our children! 
 

Kidsô Club is Back! 
Wednesday Elementary After-school Program 
If you are a student in kindergarten through fifth grade and are interested in 
playing games, singing songs, doing crafts, and most importantly growing and 
sharing your faith in God, then this is the place for you to be! 
Join us at Zion on Wednesday afternoons from 3:45-5:30 beginning September 19. 
Register online and please note there is a $5 registration fee (for the whole year). 
Contact Roxie for more information. 
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Some of the conservation farming 
students are teaching me Nyanja so that 
I can communicate better with the 
villagers.  I am hoping to document the 
layout and structure of the Nyrienda 
village as well as taking measurements 
and observing qualities of the houses 
within it.   
 
I am practicing soccer with the local 
village team and might play in a few 
games.   Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday this week, I played with 
kids at school each morning.  I was 
helping with one station among four 
that organized sports for the kiddies to 
play.  It was pretty chaotic with around 
60 four to seven year olds running 
around that couldnõt understand what 
we were saying. 
 
I havenõt been able to do a lot of my 
research yet, but have made some 
progress with pictures and notes.  I am 

also getting to know some people and 
have others in mind that will be good to 
talk to about issues I am interested in. 
 
Last night I went to a big barbeque at a 
neighboring farmerõs house.  I met some 
farmers that moved here from 
Zimbabwe and a few others.  Today, I 
am helping paint the local school that is 
being renovated. 
 
Other than that I am drawing, painting, 
picture taking, hanging out, 
documenting, helping lay out the next 
25 cottages that will be built, and 
getting ideas for the design of a church 
that is to be built here.ó 
 
There is a postcard on our website that 
shows some of the sights and 
experiences of the part of Zambia 
where Aaron is staying.  Also, more 
information about the Villages of Hope 
farm can be found at www.akcli.org or 
akcli.blogspot.com. 

(Zambia continued from page 14) 

 Meetings will continue on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdayõs of each month at 6:30, 
using the Serendipity Study Bible.  
Throughout the year, besides the study 
plan, we will include a guest speaker, 
potluck and a picnic. 
  
Getting involved in òWomen United in 
Faithó is a great way of getting to know 
other women in the church, as well as 
learning from othersõ experiences as we 
all journey together in our faith.  The 
enthusiasm and encouragement from 
those in this program over the past 2 
years has been very encouraging. 
  
Sign up at the Information Desk in the 
Narthex, or online or contact Cheryl 
Mager at 763-682-3777 or Judy Weis at 
763-682-7014 with questions. 
  
Serendipity Bibles (optional) , are 
available at Buffalo Books, and we will 
also have a few available. 

(Women United continued from page 9) 
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